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purpose which Dr. McCosh displayed in championing
what he believed to be right, whether it was popular or
not.

"We were a noisy crowd of undergraduates who were
assembled, somewhere about the year 1855, in the
Library of Queen's College, Belfast, for the reception
of the noblemen, distinguished judges and divines, whom
her gracious Majesty had sent as Triennial Visitors of
the Institution. The group about myself set themselves
to the interesting problem of determining by personal
inspection which of the great men on the platform was
the finest-looking, and possibly there was some prejudice
in our unanimous decision that the handsomest and most
commanding of them all was our own Professor McCosh.
Yet even then he was beginning to show the studious
stoop which somewhat marred his noble bearing. We
were also well aware how much his personality of mind
preponderated over President and Vice-president and our
other distinguished professors in the administration of
the college; and when the news spread that .the only
Professor whom we regarded as a Black Sheep had been
detected in his delinquencies, and had decamped, we
learned that it was McCosh who had secured the evi-
dence and raised such a stir that the culprit adopted
the better half of valor. Hence the Doctor's name be-
came a terror to evil-doers; and in his class-room the
most unruly of the students was absolutely quiet.

"His class exercises and lectures were then at their
best He was not good at declamation in public; there
was a slight hesitancy in his extempore utterances on
the platform, and perhaps too much logic and too little
*'padding" for popular assemblages. But in expounding, and show Ulster's sympathy
